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Gospel Jubilee

at All Saints Ascension
Church
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Oct. 21st
4:00 PM

The spirit of the late
Georgia Harrell lives on!
Mark your calendars.

Free audio version of
daily inspirational
now available at
allsaintsascension .com

This photo
was taken in
1962.
Answer page 4.

October 2018

4th Quarter

The first annual Men’s Club Milton J. Patton Parish
Picnic for the Episcopal Church of All Saints and
Ascension was held on August 12th. This year, we
gathered at the newly renovated and spacious pavilion
in Vinita Park municipal park. Following a Holy EuchaPuppet Show
rist service, over 100 people enjoyed the delicious
dishes prepared by parishioners and friends, with tasty meats barbequed by the
Men’s Club. The children were later entertained by the puppet and magic show put
on by Heaven’s Handful Puppet Ministry from the First Baptist Church of Ferguson.
So you may ask “If this historic picnic has been held for many years, how can this
year’s picnic be the ‘first’ annual?” Well, it is true that the picnic has continued
annually in memory of picnic organizer, Milton Patton, and his endless contribution
of time and treasures to All Saints. However, this is the first year that the picnic has
been held by an officially sanctioned and unified All Saints and Ascension parish.
So, we are starting a new annual tradition as a newly combined parish. Honoring
the legacy of Mr. Patton is being preserved. Michael Griffin, this year’s picnic
organizer, extends his thanks to members of the Men’s Club and ECW, and all those
who contributed to making the 2018 picnic a success. Kudos to Nancy Hamilton
for making special arrangements for the puppet show.

When you enter those red doors of our
church on Sunday, you will likely be
greeted with a smile, and a hug or
handshake, from Charles Henderson.
Charles is one of our dedicated ushers
in our ministry of hospitality. Don’t let
that gentle smile fool you. He served 4
years in the US Air Force as a military
policeman, and has what it takes to
assert authority when necessary. Also,
before his retirement, he worked as a
general supervisor at General Motors.

While in the military, he met and
married fellow parishioner, Catherine
Henderson, who was also enlisted. Of
their 3 children, Cheryl Henderson,
continues to be an active member of
Search “allsaintsascension” our parish. In addition to serving as an

usher, Chuck works
quietly
behind
the
scenes at the annual
parish picnic and with
other Men’s Club events.
We are very blessed to
have him and the Henderson family as part of
our church community.

Charles Henderson

Mr. Henderson was born in the city of
Littlefield, which is in the cottongrowing area of Texas near Lubbock,
just south of the panhandle. He later
moved to El Paso near the Mexican
border where he graduated from
Thomas Jefferson High School in 1956.
Lucky for us that his career brought him
to St. Louis. In his leisure time, he
enjoys fishing, building model cars, and
playing dominos. This past summer at
his family reunion, he won a
championship trophy in the dominos
tournament. Congratulations Chuck!
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Message from the Priest In Charge

It’s hard to believe that,
while I’m writing this,
it’s already September.
Summer just flew by
this year. And there
Rev. Michael
Dunnington
are LOTS of things
going on as we move into fall.
A delegation from All Saints and
Ascension traveled to the Office of
the Bishop for a meeting on August
30th. Canon Joe Chambers,
members of Standing Committee,
and members of the Diocesan
Commission on Church Architecture and Allied Arts were in
attendance. There were several
questions about our proposed
building expansion, and various

available options were offered to
help us with funding the project. As
a result, our parish is preparing a
formal financial proposal to submit
to the Diocese. More details will
follow as they become available.
Longtime member of the Ascension
branch of our merged congregation,
Ms. Georgia Harrell, passed on
August 24th. We celebrated her life
with a joyous burial service at New
Beginning MB Church. This year’s
Gospel Jubilee will be a special
tribute in her memory. May she rest
in peace and rise in glory!
A series of four discernment
sessions with Shug Goodlow and
Adam
Pearson
(members
of

Standing Committee) will take place
in September, October, November,
and December, and will address our
next chapter as a merged congregation (see details below).
On a personal note, I have assured
the Bishop and our Vestry that I will
stay on as Priest in Charge as long
as I can be of assistance to all of
you as you are searching for the
next priest to serve as your leader.
The Bishop has given me an
extension
from
the
normal
retirement age so that I can do this.
Our congregation is very much alive
and well, and on the move!
Come and be part of the
Jesus Movement!!

Spotlight on Youth-Vacation Bible School Success!
.
During the week of July 9th, the church
welcomed children to our 2018 Vacation Bible School
that featured the theme “24/7 Jesus Makes a Way
Every Day!” We registered 15 enthusiastic students to
learn about the love of Jesus and how he
calls us to be a part of the community.
Children, ages 5 to 12, learned of God’s
love and faithfulness when facing difficult
life circumstances. Students had fun learning new songs, playing games, and making
Machelle West
crafts with the primary purpose of leading
them to experience the life-transforming power of the
gospel. Breakfast and lunch were provided each day.
Machelle West, VBS Coordinator, reported that we had
9 adult staff members, and 4 youth helpers, who
volunteered throughout the week. Special thanks are
extended to Joyce Crittenden, Sondra Harrell,

Marvalda Jones, Mildred Lewis, Laura Mabry,
Camille Moore, Camryn Moore, Michael Watson,
Annie White, Rica Bond-Williams, Bayleigh Wilson,
and Sinclair Wilson. The gifts and talents they shared
ranged from storytelling, music and dance instructions,
art creativity, and outside recreational supervision.
We also had over 8 more supporters who helped plan,
and who donated other resources and services to make
the week run smoothly. We are so grateful for each
and every one of them, and blessed as a church family
to have the support to make this a successful churchwide outreach event. Experience has shown that
Vacation Bible School is still effective in reaching kids
for Christ. We continue to pray that each child will
come to know the
Lord as their own
personal Savior.

Congregational Discernment Conversations
This fall, Shug Goodlow and Adam Pearson, members
of the Diocesan Standing Committee, are leading four
discernment gatherings with our congregation. They are
guiding the congregation in a series of conversations
and exercises that will help our parish continue to grow
together, identify missional goals, and discern how and
where God is calling the Episcopal Church of All Saints
and Ascension.
The hope is that these conversations will be fruitful and
foster an atmosphere of bonding. The goal is to aid the
congregation in further understanding its cultural,

liturgical, and missional identity as we
prepare our parish for its next chapter.
Everyone in the parish is invited and
encouraged to attend these sessions.
If you missed the September discussion, plan to attend the remaining
sessions scheduled for Oct. 14,
Nov. 18 and Dec. 9 starting at 12
noon following Sunday worship.
Refreshments will be served between
Eucharist and the gathering.

Shug Goodlow

Adam Pearson
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Event Schedule

(visit allsaintsascension.com/schedule for calendar updates)

Oct 7

11:30 am

Men’s Club Breakfast

Oct 14
Oct 21
Oct 31

12:00 pm
4:00 pm
5 pm until

Congregational Discernment Conversation w/Shug Goodlow and Adam Pearson
Gospel Jubilee
Trunk or Treat

Nov 1
Nov 4

Holiday
TBD

All Saints Day
Homecoming Sunday

Nov 18

12:00 pm

Congregational Discernment Conversation w/Shug Goodlow and Adam Pearson

Nov 22

Holiday

Thanksgiving (no church activities scheduled)

Nov 25

10:00 am

United Thank Offering (UTO) Ingathering

Dec 9

12:00 pm

Congregational Discernment Conversation w/Shug Goodlow and Adam Pearson

Dec 15

TBD

Breakfast With Santa (ECW Community Outreach)

Dec 16

11:30 am

Men’s Day Celebration

Dec 24

TBD

Christmas Eve Mass

Dec 25

Holiday

Christmas Day (church office closed)

RECURRING SCHEDULE:
Holy Eucharist Service
Sunday Morning Prayer
Daily Morning Prayer
Healing Service
Food Pantry
Men’s Club Meeting
ECW Meeting

Mark
Your
Calendars!

10:00 am Every Sunday
8:00 am Every 1st & 3rd Sunday (Oct 7 & 21; Nov 4 & 18; Dec 2 & 16)
8:30 am
Every Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday
The Most Rev. Michael Curry
11:15 am Every 4th Sunday (At the conclusion of Eucharist)
10am-1pm Every 1st and 3rd Wednesday (Free Flu Shots in October)
9:00 am
Every 2nd Sunday
9:00 am
Every 4th Sunday

Bishop Curry Update
Episcopal Church Presiding Bishop
Michael Curry has resumed work
following his July surgical procedure.
The surgery went very well and everything is good. He wishes to thank
everyone for the cards, well-wishes, and above all, for
all the prayers. He declared “They are a blessing”.

Back To Sunday
Sam Lewis (son of Mildred Lewis)
came back to give an inspiring address
at Sunday service on Sept. 16th. The
sanctuary was filled with parishioners,
Lewis family members, out of town Mildred & Sam Lewis
guests, and surprisingly some returning
members! After service, delicious treats were served at
the ice cream social thanks to ECW and the Men’s Club.

New Music Director
A warm welcome is extended to
Chrissy Bellizzi, our new music
director. We are so blessed to
have her melodious
talents grace our
Sunday services.

A Beautiful Night
in the Neighborhood
The summer rain did not stop Groveland Block Unit
1480 from sharing time with their neighbors at their
Night Out event held on Thursday, August 2nd. Over 50
people attended, ranging from ages 3 to 75+ from
6:00 pm to 8:00 pm.
Representatives from the Northeast Ambulance and Fire
Protection District were present. They gave tours of the
fire truck and provided the children with fire hats, red
suckers, and 3D cardstock fire trucks.
The Block Unit provided hamburgers, hot dogs,
bratwurst, assorted chips, and drinks for everyone.
Susie And Her Band entertained the Night Out
participants with soul-stirring music from the 70’s and
80’s that the old and young could sing and dance to. It
was so much fun dancing in the street and seeing
people do the electric slide. Susie is a teacher at
Normandy School District.
The Groveland Block Unit’s participation in this national
Night Out event was a pleasant way to get acquainted
with the neighbors in the community near our church,
while enjoying food and entertainment.

Report submitted by Machelle West
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Announcements
Special Thanksgiving Donations Needed
Thanksgiving is wonderful time to spend with family and
friends, and to give thanks for the many blessing we
enjoy. With Thanksgiving only weeks away, it’s also a
time to give special thought to helping people who may
not have enough to eat.
Our parish has a rich history of food pantry outreach to
the community. According to director Louise Trudo, our
food pantry currently serves about 100 families each
month.
We offer a variety of
perishable and non-perishable
foods that are donated, or
purchased from financial gifts.
We are now making special
Thanksgiving preparations for
families in need. Families are
counting on your donations to provide the food that they
will serve on Thanksgiving Day. Please bring canned
goods to church during October and November. Also, if
you can, donate cash or a check so that we can also
offer chickens as an extra blessing. We can no longer
rely on the Food Bank to provide the annual chickens.
Remember! YOU have been blessed to be a blessing.
You do not have to be rich to give generously.

Caring
Reminders
Cleo Anderson
Kimberley Baker
Harriett Barrett
Erma Brasfield
Juanita Carroll
Bessie Clemmons
Suzanne Harris
Jack Ingrum
Jay Lucas Johnson
Virgil Lucas
Louise McElroy
Alice Okrafosmart
Mary Stafford
Thelma Stephens

United
Thank
Offering

(3rd Quarter 2018)

Georgia Harrell

Let us, then, be up and doing. With a heart
for any fate. Still achieving, still pursuing.
Learn to labor and wait. Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow “The Psalm of Life”.

This past summer, a youth group from St. Peters
Episcopal Church picked up litter and debris in the
Kingsway West area surrounding the former All Saints
building on Terry. Their cleanup efforts have made a
difference in the neighborhood. It brought to mind
Longfellow’s motivational poem.
Some of you may remember our intern in 2013, Jillian
Smith, who was a music instructor with the All Saints
Music and Arts Village. She later became a youth
director at St. Peters Episcopal Church and started the
cleanup program. In 2017, she became Director of
Deaconess Anne House.
Note: Mildred Lewis is a retired teacher, but she is
“still achieving and still pursuing”. At any given time,
you will see her picking up trash along St. Louis Ave.
She has learned to “labor and wait” and it has paid off.
Because of the volunteer youth’s hard work and her
efforts, several residents have taken pride in beautifying the area, and have begun to pick up trash as well.

The New Sunday School Teacher

A boy in Sunday school had been
UTO boxes
taught by the same teacher for
are
now
several years. She had a way of
available.
telling stories, and she always ended
Please fill
up by saying “and the moral of this
your boxes with coin and
story is…”.
Eventually, the boy
currency as a thank you for
advanced and got a new teacher.
the blessings received
After a few weeks, the priest asked
each day. The ingathering
of boxes is scheduled for him how he liked his new Sunday school teacher. He
replied “She’s great! She does not have any morals”.
Sunday, November 25th.

Have You Noticed?

Halloween Trunk or Treat

Parishioners may review
monthly Vestry minutes.
See binder next to bulletin
board in the parish hall.

Free Sunday Shuttle Service

We are officially UNITED
and have a new logo!

(Note: Listing as of 9/16/18 Check the
weekly bulletin for updates)

In
Memoriam

Motivations by Mildred

Answer to “Guess Who?” on page 1. Walter Fox (choir, vestry)

Last year, this community outreach
event was a big success! But we ran out
of candy and we are expecting a larger
crowd this year. So please show your
support. Each parishioner is asked to
donate two bags of wrapped candy by
Sunday, October 28th. Monetary donations will also be accepted.

Call Harold Briggs, 314-585-6855,
or Tony Vick, 314-601-1171, if you
need a ride to church on Sundays.

