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Sunday Prayer Service for August 9, 2020
Enriching Our Worship

Opening Acclamation
Celebrant
People

Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
Glory to God for ever and ever. Amen.

Collect for Purity
Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Savior. Amen.
Song of Praise
I will rejoice, I will be glad,
I will praise God Who holds my life in His hands.
I will praise the Father, I will praise the Son,
I will praise the Spirit forever more.
I will rejoice, I will be glad,
I will praise God, Who holds my life in His hands.
I will rejoice, I will be glad,
I will praise God Who holds my life in His hands.
I will praise the Father, each and ev’ry day and
I will sing His love songs forever more.
I will rejoice I will be glad,
I will praise God, Who holds my life in His hands.
I will rejoice, I will be glad,
I will praise God, Who holds my life in His hands.
-Grayson Warren Brown
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Celebrant
People
Celebrant

God be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Collect of the Day
Celebrant Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always those
things that are right, that we, who cannot exist without you, may by you be
enabled to live according to your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.
First Reading

Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28

A Reading from the Book of Genesis
Jacob settled in the land where his father had lived as an alien, the land of
Canaan. This is the story of the family of Jacob.
Joseph, being seventeen years old, was shepherding the flock with his
brothers; he was a helper to the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father’s wives;
and Joseph brought a bad report of them to their father. Now Israel loved
Joseph more than any other of his children, because he was the son of his old
age; and he had made him a long robe with sleeves. But when his brothers saw
that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they hated him, and
could not speak peaceably to him.
Now his brothers went to pasture their father’s flock near Shechem. And Israel
said to Joseph, “Are not your brothers pasturing the flock at Shechem? Come,
I will send you to them.” He answered, “Here I am.” So he said to him, “Go
now, see if it is well with your brothers and with the flock; and bring word
back to me.” So he sent him from the valley of Hebron.
He came to Shechem, and a man found him wandering in the fields; the man
asked him, “What are you seeking?” “I am seeking my brothers,” he said; “tell
me, please, where they are pasturing the flock.” The man said, “They have
gone away, for I heard them say, ‘Let us go to Dothan.’“ So Joseph went after
his brothers, and found them at Dothan. They saw him from a distance, and
before he came near to them, they conspired to kill him. They said to one
another, “Here comes this dreamer. Come now, let us kill him and throw him
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into one of the pits; then we shall say that a wild animal has devoured him, and
we shall see what will become of his dreams.” But when Reuben heard it, he
delivered him out of their hands, saying, “Let us not take his life.” Reuben said
to them, “Shed no blood; throw him into this pit here in the wilderness, but lay
no hand on him” —that he might rescue him out of their hand and restore him
to his father. So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his
robe, the long robe with sleeves that he wore; and they took him and threw
him into a pit. The pit was empty; there was no water in it.
Then they sat down to eat; and looking up they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites
coming from Gilead, with their camels carrying gum, balm, and resin, on their
way to carry it down to Egypt. Then Judah said to his brothers, “What profit is
it if we kill our brother and conceal his blood? Come, let us sell him to the
Ishmaelites, and not lay our hands on him, for he is our brother, our own
flesh.” And his brothers agreed. When some Midianite traders passed by, they
drew Joseph up, lifting him out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for
twenty pieces of silver. And they took Joseph to Egypt.
People

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 105: 1-6, 16-22, 45b
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1 Give thanks to the LORD and call upon his Name; *
make known his deeds among the peoples.
2 Sing to him, sing praises to him, *
and speak of all his marvelous works.
3 Glory in his holy Name; *
let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice.
4 Search for the LORD and his strength; *
continually seek his face.
5 Remember the marvels he has done, *
his wonders and the judgments of his mouth,
6 O offspring of Abraham his servant, *
O children of Jacob his chosen.
16 Then he called for a famine in the land *
and destroyed the supply of bread.
17 He sent a man before them, *
Joseph, who was sold as a slave.
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18 They bruised his feet in fetters; *
his neck they put in an iron collar.
19 Until his prediction came to pass, *
the word of the LORD tested him.
20 The king sent and released him; *
the ruler of the peoples set him free.
21 He set him as a master over his household,
as a ruler over all his possessions,
22 To instruct his princes according to his will
and to teach his elders wisdom.
45 Hallelujah!
Second Reading

Romans 10:5-15

A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Romans
Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the
person who does these things will live by them.” But the righteousness that
comes from faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into
heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) “or ‘Who will descend into the
abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). But what does it say?
“The word is near you,
on your lips and in your heart”
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); because if you confess with your
lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the
dead, you will be saved. For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and
one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. The scripture says, “No one
who believes in him will be put to shame.” For there is no distinction between
Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on
him. For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”
But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are
they to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to
hear without someone to proclaim him? And how are they to proclaim him
unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who
bring good news!”
People

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.
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The Gospel

Matthew 14:22-33

The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People
Glory to you, O Christ.
Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side,
while he dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he
went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there
alone, but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land,
for the wind was against them. And early in the morning he came walking
toward them on the sea. But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea,
they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. But
immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be
afraid.”
Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the
water.” He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the
water, and came toward Jesus. But when he noticed the strong wind, he
became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” Jesus
immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little
faith, why did you doubt?” When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And
those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

The Rev. Renee L. Fenner
(posted online)

The Nicene Creed

BCP page 358

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
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begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People

Form VI

BCP page 392

The Leader and People pray responsively
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.
Silence
For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
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For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the
needy.
For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
For Michael our Presiding Bishop, Deon our Bishop, and Renee our Priest. In our
Diocese of Missouri, we pray for the people and ministry of St. Barnabas’
Episcopal Church, Florissant, and Mary, their priest. We pray for our companions
in the Diocese of Lui; and for all bishops and other ministers;
For all who serve God in his Church.
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. (pause)
We pray especially for:
Cleo Anderson
Kimberley Baker
Joey Beeker
Rose Marie Bell
Carissa Best
Jourice Bishop
Chazetta Bland
V. Lester Bond
The Buckner Family
Brandon Burgett
Juanita Carroll
Lorenzo Carter
Bessie Clemmons
The Rev. Samuel L Cosby
Keyanna & Zachary Dorsey and Family
Aubrey Escoffery
Evans Ford
Carman Gayden
Jim Goodwin
Antonio Graves
Suzanne Harris
Diana Oliver
Drea Malone
Ezell Roberts
Larry Sample
Jerri Sleydin
Mary Stafford
Catherine Thrope
Valiente Waltz
We also pray for those serving in the military:
Sgt. Omar Fernandes (Brantley)-United States Air Force
Sr. Airman Matthew Heeter- United States Air Force
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First Lt. Jovonny Carrion-United States Army
Staff Sgt. Ashley Cole-United States Air Force
Chief Warrant Officer 3 Keshar Miller-United States Army Reserve
A Prayer in Time of Pandemic
Loving God, your desire is for our wholeness and wellbeing.
We hold in tenderness and prayer the collective suffering of our world at this time.
We grieve precious lives lost and vulnerable lives threatened.
We ache for ourselves and our neighbors, standing before an uncertain future.
We pray: may love, not fear, go viral.
Inspire our leaders to discern and choose wisely, aligned with the common good.
Help us to practice social distancing and reveal to us new and creative ways to
come together in spirit and in solidarity.
Call us to profound trust in your faithful presence,
You, the God who does not abandon.
Sister Christine Koelhoffer,IHM

A Prayer For Social Justice
Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move every human
heart and especially the hearts of the people of this land, that barriers which divide
us may crumble, suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease; that our divisions being
healed, we may live in justice and peace; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
A Prayer for An End to Gun Violence
O God, our hearts are broken with pain at the senseless deaths caused by gun
violence. Too many families are mourning and our children are living in fear.
Ignorance, fear, and hate have caused some to turn to guns instead of fruitful
conversations and peaceful solutions toward resolving differences. Please touch
our hearts with your love, heal our brokenness, and turn us away from violence
toward peace. Help us to be the balm in Gilead that our streets and nation needs in
the world today. We ask this in the Name of God who desires that we live together
in peace. Amen.
Silence
The People may add their own petitions
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Hear us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.
Silence
The People may add their own thanksgivings
We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.
We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal
kingdom.
Silence
The People may add their own petitions
Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.
We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.
Silence may be kept.
Leader and People
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;
in your compassion forgive us our sins,
known and unknown,
things done and left undone;
and so uphold us by your Spirit
that we may live and serve you in newness of life,
to the honor and glory of your Name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Absolution
Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through
the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the
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Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
The Peace
Celebrant
People

The peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

A Prayer for those wishing Communion
In union, O God, with the faithful of your Church where the Holy Eucharist is now
being celebrated, we desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. We present to
you our souls and bodies with the earnest wish that we may always be united to
you. And since we cannot now receive you sacramentally, we beseech you to come
spiritually into our hearts. We unite ourselves with you and embrace you with all
the love of our souls. Let nothing ever separate you from us. May we live in you,
and may you live in us, both in this life and in the life to come. Amen.
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Blessing and Dismissal
Celebrant Life is short and we do not have much time to gladden the hearts of
those whom we love or those walk this way with us. So, be swift to love and make
haste to be kind and may the Divine Mystery that is beyond our ability to know be
your companion along the way. And may the blessing of God Almighty, the grace
of Christ the Son and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be upon you, and remain
with you for ever. Amen.
Celebrant
People

Let us bless our God.
Thanks be to God.
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