HOLY EUCHARIST

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS
January 2, 2022
10:00 a.m.
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS AND ASCENSION
Northwoods, MO

Prelude
Processional Hymn “Once in Royal David’s City”
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Opening Acclamation
Celebrant
People

Blessed are you, holy and living One.
You have come to your people and set them free.

Collect for Purity
Celebrant

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Savior. Amen.

Song of Praise “Blest Are They”
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Celebrant
People
Celebrant

God is with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Collect of the Day
Celebrant

O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully
restored, the dignity of human nature: Grant that we may share the
divine life of him who humbled himself to share our humanity, your
Son Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First Reading

Jeremiah 31:7-14

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah.
Thus says the LORD:
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say,
"Save, O LORD, your people,
the remnant of Israel."
See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north,
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
among them the blind and the lame, those with child and
those in labor, together;
a great company, they shall return here.
With weeping they shall come,
and with consolations I will lead them back,
I will let them walk by brooks of water,
in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;
for I have become a father to Israel,
and Ephraim is my firstborn.
Hear the word of the LORD, O nations,
and declare it in the coastlands far away;
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say, "He who scattered Israel will gather him,
and will keep him as a shepherd a flock."
For the LORD has ransomed Jacob,
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.
They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion,
and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD,
over the grain, the wine, and the oil,
and over the young of the flock and the herd;
their life shall become like a watered garden,
and they shall never languish again.
Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance,
and the young men and the old shall be merry.
I will turn their mourning into joy,
I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow.
I will give the priests their fill of fatness,
and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,
says the LORD.

People

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 84: 1-8

Quam dilecta!

1 How dear to me is your dwelling, O LORD of hosts! *
My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the LORD;
my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.
2 The sparrow has found her a house
and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; *
by the side of your altars, O LORD of hosts,
my King and my God.
3 Happy are they who dwell in your house! *
they will always be praising you.
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4 Happy are the people whose strength is in you! *
whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way.
5 Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs, *
for the early rains have covered it with pools of water.
6 They will climb from height to height, *
and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion.
7 LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer; *
hearken, O God of Jacob.
8 Behold our defender, O God; *
and look upon the face of your Anointed.
Second Reading

Ephesians 1: 3-6, 15-19a

A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians.

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in
Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in
love. He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according
to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely
bestowed on us in the Beloved.
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints,
and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my
prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may
give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that,
with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to
which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among
the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who
believe.

People

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn “How Great Our Joy”
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The Gospel
People

Matthew 2: 1-12
The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Christ.

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men
from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the child who has been born
king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay
him homage." When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem
with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he
inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, "In
Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:
`And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who is to shepherd my people Israel.'"
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact
time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go
and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word
so that I may also go and pay him homage." When they had heard the king, they
set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising,
until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star
had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw
the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage.
Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense,
and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left
for their own country by another road.
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

The Reverend Renee L. Fenner

An Affirmation of Faith
We believe in God, whose love is the source of all life and the desire of our lives
whose love was given a human face in Jesus of Nazareth,
whose love was crucified by the evil that seeks to enslave us all,
11

and whose love, defeating even death, is our glorious promise of freedom.
Therefore, though we are sometimes fearful and doubting, we trust in God;
and, in the Name of Jesus Christ, we commit ourselves,
in the service of others, to seek justice and to live in peace,
to care for the earth and to share the common wealth of God’s goodness,
to live in the freedom of forgiveness
and the power of the Spirit of love;
And in company of the faithful, to be the Church,
for the glory of God. Amen.

The Prayers of the People
(The Worship Leader and People pray responsively)
You who fashioned this holy day with the radiance of the Word made flesh and filled
the air with the song of angels; fashion us, like Mary the God bearer, in to a people
who seek the Christ-Child in the face of the outcast, the outsider and the other. Fill
our hearts with the song of the angels that we may be makers and pursuers of
peace. Christ be our light.
Shine in our hearts.
You who framed the brightness of the first light in creation; dispel the arrogance,
animosity and anger that shatters the unity of your holy Church. Fill your faithful
people with the radiant light of truth, that we may be made one in faith, hope and
love. Christ be our light.
Shine in our hearts.
You who delivered your people from the misery of bondage in slavery to the land of
promise; set us free us from enslavement to division, disunity and distrust in our
public life and labor. Illumine those in authority with the light of vision, that they may
lead the peoples of the nations to greater unity and concord. Christ be our light.
Shine in our hearts.
You who patterned the stars and called the sun in to being, who appointed the moon
and chartered the cosmos. Pattern the hearts of people everywhere to see in each
other the beauty of the universe and the splendor of creation, that divisions of race,
12

class, gender and ethnicity may dissolve into one common humanity. Christ be our
light.
Shine in our hearts.
You who shower comfort and hope to the lowest, the lost and the least; shower the
light of compassion on the sick, the sorrowful and the suffering especially:
The Rev. E. Henry Adams
Rose Marie Bell
Harold Briggs
Bessie Clemmons
Aubrey Escoffery
Suzanne Harris
Ruby Mathews
Ezell Roberts
Larry Sample
Gerri Sleydin
Larry Williams

Cleo Anderson
Joey Beeker
Chazetta Bland
V. Lester Bond
Juanita Carroll
Lorenzo Carter
Keyanna Dorsey and Family
Carman Gayden
Antonio Graves
Kelly Hubbard
Doug Jones
Diana Oliver
Helen Owens
Marion Robinson
Florence Ross
Patricia Thomas
Sallie Simmons
Rodney Weade
Douglas Williams

We pray for all veterans and those who are currently serving in the military
especially:
Sgt. Omar Fernandes (Brantley)-United States Air Force
Sr. Airman Matthew Heeter- United States Air Force
Captain Jovonny Carrion-United States Army
Staff Sgt. Ashley Cole-United States Air Force
Chief Warrant Officer 3 Keshar Miller-United States Army Reserve
And we pray for all those living with COVID, HIV, AIDS, cancer, mental illness,
addictions, and abuse. Help us to be your compassion and hope in the world. Christ
be our light.
Shine in our hearts.
You who welcome into the brilliant light of eternity the souls of those who have died;
welcome those whose lives have been cut short by violence, warfare and strife.
Shine the light of hope on our faithful dead, especially those we now name silently or
aloud. (Pause) Christ be our light.
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Shine in our hearts.
You who delight in the complexity of creation and the splendor of each creature;
help us to delight in the diversity of the earth our island home. Inspire your people to
care for the earth and its creatures and repent and return when we abuse, misuse
and neglect our fellow creatures. Christ be our light.
Shine in our hearts.
Celebrant

May Christ, the Morning-Star who knows no setting, find us ever
burning with the light of love, the spirit of truth and the wellspring of
hope; that following the way of Jesus and filled with the flame of the
Holy Spirit, we may be a holy people whose lives and living inspire,
incite and inflame your world with compassion and care. Through Jesus
the Christ the light of the world. Amen.

The Confession of Sin
Celebrant

Let us confess our sins to God.

Silence may be kept.
Celebrant and People
God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing
your will in our lives. We have denied your goodness in each other, in
ourselves, and in the world you have created. We repent of the evil that
enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive,
restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may
abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen.
Celebrant

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the
grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power
of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

14

The Peace
Celebrant
People

The peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.

Announcements
Offertory Hymn “His Eye Is on the Sparrow”

15

16

17

The Liturgy of the Table
Eucharistic Prayer “Enriching our Worship”
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

God is with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

Celebrant
We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life
abundant. From before time, you made ready the creation.
Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into being:
sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing.
You made us in your image, and taught us to walk in your ways.
But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away;
and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us.
Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love.
And so, this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that
rings through eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing (say):
Celebrant and People
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Celebrant
Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God.
To deliver us from the power of sin and death
and to reveal the riches of your grace,
you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant,
that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God.
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Living among us, Jesus loved us.
He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick,
and proclaimed good news to the poor.
He yearned to draw all the world to himself
yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love.
Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross
the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you.
On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends.
He took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them,
and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine.
Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, and said:
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation,
and remembering Christ, crucified and risen,
who was and is and is to come,
we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice.
Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts
that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ.
Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth
and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ
given for the world you have made.
In the fullness of time bring us, with [___________ and] all your saints,
from every tribe and language and people and nation,
to feast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world.
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN.
Celebrant

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
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The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread
Celebrant
People

Alleluia! Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Fraction Anthem
Celebrant and People
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant us peace.
The Invitation to Communion
Celebrant

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance
that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with
thanksgiving.

The Communion of the People
(All are invited to God’s Table. You may come forward to receive the Body of Christ or to
receive a blessing. Some may wish to remain in your seats. Please use this time to
quietly sit and pray or join in the singing of the hymn(s).
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(Those at home may, if they wish, say this prayer:)
A Prayer for those wishing Communion
In union, O God, with the faithful of your Church where the Holy Eucharist is now
being celebrated, we desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. We present to you
our souls and bodies with the earnest wish that we may always be united to you.
And since we cannot now receive you sacramentally, we beseech you to come
spiritually into our hearts. We unite ourselves with you and embrace you with all the
love of our souls. Let nothing ever separate you from us. May we live in you, and
may you live in us, both in this life and in the life to come. Amen.

Communion Hymn “What Child is This”
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The Post Communion Prayer
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

God is with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image
and nourishing us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood.
Now send us forth a people, forgiven, healed, renewed;
that we may proclaim your love to the world
and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.
An Epiphany Blessing
Celebrant

May Almighty God, who led the Wise Men by the shining of a star to
find the Christ, the Light from Light, lead you also, in your pilgrimage,
to find the Lord. Amen.
May God, who sent the Holy Spirit to rest upon the Only- begotten at
his baptism in the Jordan River, pour out that Spirit on you who have
come to the waters of new birth. Amen.
May God, by the power that turned water into wine at the wedding
feast at Cana, transform your lives and make glad your hearts. Amen.
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen.

Processional Hymn “Angels We Have Heard on High”
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The Dismissal
Celebrant
People

Let us go forth in the Name of Christ. Alleluia. Alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.

TODAY’S LITURGICAL LEADERS
Celebrant
The Rev. Renee L. Fenner, Rector
Worship Leader
Machelle West
Reader
Patricia Heeter
Acolyte
Camryn Moore
Minister of Music
Rick Earley
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OUR MISSION AND VISION STATEMENTS
Mission Statement: To be the Light of Christ that builds relationships in our congregation,
our community, and with our God.
Vision Statement: Finding Christ in Relationships

OFFICE TO RE-OPEN
The office will re-open tomorrow, Monday, January 3rd at 9:00 a.m.
THANK YOU
A HUGE "THANK YOU" to all who contributed of their time, talents, and treasures
during this season of giving! We are grateful to those who turned in money and
other donations for UTO, the St. Vincent's Home for Children, and Episcopal City
Mission. We are grateful too, to those who contributed money for the greening of
our new worship space for Christmas! And we cannot forget all those who minister
to all of us in so many special ways. May God bless all of you now and in the New
Year!
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INCLEMENT WEATHER
In the event that we have inclement weather on a Sunday morning with conditions
unsafe for travel, our in-person service will be cancelled. Cancellation information
will be announced on KMOV-Channel 4 and/or via a Calling Post Message. We do
plan to have service via Zoom if in-person service is cancelled. Zoom information for
January weather cancellation/s will be sent via email blast beginning with the
January 7th information.
ANNUAL MEETING
Our Annual Meeting will be held January 23rd. Nominations are still open for Vestry
members to replace members whose terms will expire. We also need a Convention
alternate. Please contact Bill Young if you are interested.
UPDATING THE CHURCH DIRECTORY
The Church Directory is being updated . The 2022 directory will be printed soon.
Please submit changes immediately if your contact information has changed since
the 2021 printing. Email changes to Sanford Hamilton at asa2018@sbcglobal.net or
the Administrative Assistant at allsaintsadminasst@sbcglobal.net.
IN-PERSON WORSHIP
Our in-person worship has resumed. For those joining us in-person it is mandatory
that face masks be worn properly. The service will be available via livestream on
Facebook live for those who cannot attend.
During in-person worship, please remember that using alcohol-based hand sanitizer
will have an adverse effect on the wood surfaces of our new worship
furniture. When using hand sanitizer, PLEASE allow the hand sanitizer to fully dry on
your hands before touching the chairs and other wooden furniture surfaces – this will
limit the exposure of the sanitizer on the wood finishes, thus extending the life and
beauty of our new furniture.
ZOOM INFORMATION FOR BIBLE STUDY
Bible Study will resume on Thursday, January 13th at 10:00 a.m. Please consider
joining us on Zoom if you have not participated.
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4520 Lucas and Hunt Road
Saint Louis, Missouri 63121
314-367-2314 and 314-361-0105
allsaintsascension.com
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