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A Bidding Prayer 

 

Celebrant:  BELOVED IN CHRIST, God our Creator has brought us again to the glad 
season when we celebrate the birth of God’s Son, Jesus Christ our 
Redeemer and Lord. Grant, O God, that even in the midst of darkness, 
the Light of Christ may shine anew in our hearts this night and that we 
may joyfully welcome him to dwell with us.  We pray that God open our 
ears that we may hear again the angelic chorus of old. Open our lips 
that we, too, may sing with uplifted hearts. Glory to God!  Glory!   Amen. 

 
Processional Hymn “Hark!  The Herald Angels Sing”  
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Opening Acclamation       
 
Celebrant Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which shall be to all people.  

For to you is born this night in the City of David, a Savior, which is Christ 
the Lord! 

People  Glory to God for ever and ever!  Amen. 
 
Collect for Purity 
 

Celebrant   Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 
Song of Praise “Angels We Have Heard on High”   

 

 

 

 

 

 



5 
 

 



6 
 

 

 

 

Celebrant God is with you.       
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 
Collect of the Day  

Celebrant O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness 
of the true Light: Grant that we, who have known the mystery of 
that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; where 
with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory 
everlasting.  Amen. 

First Reading      Isaiah 9:2-7 

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah. 

 

The people who walked in darkness 
have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep darkness-- 
on them light has shined. 

You have multiplied the nation, 
you have increased its joy; 
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they rejoice before you 
as with joy at the harvest, 
as people exult when dividing plunder. 

For the yoke of their burden, 
and the bar across their shoulders, 
the rod of their oppressor, 
you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
and all the garments rolled in blood 
shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 

For a child has been born for us, 
a son given to us; 

authority rests upon his shoulders; 
and he is named 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

His authority shall grow continually, 
and there shall be endless peace 

for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
He will establish and uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 
from this time onward and forevermore. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

 

   Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 96  Cantate Domino 

 

1 Sing to the LORD a new song; * 
sing to the LORD, all the whole earth. 

2 Sing to the LORD and bless his Name; * 
proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day. 
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3 Declare his glory among the nations * 
and his wonders among all peoples. 

4 For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised; * 
he is more to be feared than all gods. 

5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; * 
but it is the LORD who made the heavens. 

6 Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! * 
Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary! 

7 Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples; * 
ascribe to the LORD honor and power. 

8 Ascribe to the LORD the honor due his Name; * 
bring offerings and come into his courts. 

9 Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; * 
let the whole earth tremble before him. 

10 Tell it out among the nations: "The LORD is King! * 
he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved; 
he will judge the peoples with equity." 

11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 
let the sea thunder and all that is in it; * 
let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 

12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy 
before the LORD when he comes, * 
when he comes to judge the earth. 

13 He will judge the world with righteousness * 
and the peoples with his truth. 

 

Second Reading      Titus 2:11-14 

 
A Reading from Paul’s Letter to Titus. 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to 
renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that 
are self-controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and 
the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is 
who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for 
himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
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Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People Thanks be to God. 

   
Sequence Hymn “On Christmas Night”  
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The Gospel        Luke 2:1-14 (15-20) 

The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People  Glory to you, O Christ. 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. 
Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family 
of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and 
who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to 
deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 
bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in 
the inn. 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, 
"Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 
people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, 
the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of 
cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude 
of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 

[When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 
one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken 
place, which the Lord has made known to us." So they went with haste and 
found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, 
they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it 
were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these 
words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.] 

The Gospel of the Lord.   
People  Praise to you, O Christ.   
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Sermon                                 The Reverend Renee L. Fenner 
 

An Affirmation of Faith 
 

We believe in God, whose love is the source of all life and the desire of our lives 
whose love was given a human face in Jesus of Nazareth, 
whose love was crucified by the evil that seeks to enslave us all, 
and whose love, defeating even death, is our glorious promise of freedom. 
Therefore, though we are sometimes fearful and doubting, we trust in God; 
and, in the Name of Jesus Christ, we commit ourselves, 
in the service of others, to seek justice and to live in peace, 
to care for the earth and to share the common wealth of God’s goodness, 
to live in the freedom of forgiveness 
and the power of the Spirit of love; 
And in company of the faithful, to be the Church, 
for the glory of God. Amen. 

            
The Prayers of the People 
 
(The Worship Leader and People pray responsively) 
 
You who fashioned this holy night with the radiance of the Word made flesh and 
filled the air with the song of angels; fashion us, like Mary the God bearer, in to a 
people who seek the Christ-Child in the face of the outcast, the outsider and the 
other. Fill our hearts with the song of the angels that we may be makers and 
pursuers of peace. Christ be our light. 
Shine in our hearts.  
 
You who framed the brightness of the first light in creation; dispel the arrogance, 
animosity and anger that shatters the unity of your holy Church.  Fill your faithful 
people with the radiant light of truth, that we may be made one in faith, hope and 
love. Christ be our light.  
Shine in our hearts.  
 
You who delivered your people from the misery of bondage in slavery to the land of 
promise; set us free us from enslavement to division, disunity and distrust in our 
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public life and labor.  Illumine those in authority with the light of vision, that they may 
lead the peoples of the nations to greater unity and concord. Christ be our light.  
Shine in our hearts.  
 
You who patterned the stars and called the sun in to being, who appointed the moon 
and chartered the cosmos. Pattern the hearts of people everywhere to see in each 
other the beauty of the universe and the splendor of creation, that divisions of race, 
class, gender and ethnicity may dissolve into one common humanity. Christ be our 
light.  
Shine in our hearts.  
 
You who shower comfort and hope to the lowest, the lost and the least; shower the 
light of compassion on the sick, the sorrowful and the suffering especially those we 
name silently or aloud. (Pause) Help us to be your compassion and hope in the world. 
Christ be our light.  
Shine in our hearts.  
 
You who welcome into the brilliant light of eternity the souls of those who have died; 
welcome those whose lives have been cut short by violence, warfare and strife.  
Shine the light of hope on our faithful dead, especially those we now name silently or 
aloud.  (Pause) Christ be our light.  
Shine in our hearts.  
 
You who delight in the complexity of creation and the splendor of each creature; 
help us to delight in the diversity of the earth our island home.  Inspire your people to 
care for the earth and its creatures and repent and return when we abuse, misuse 
and neglect our fellow creatures. Christ be our light.  
Shine in our hearts.  
 
Celebrant May Christ, the Morning-Star who knows no setting, find us ever 

burning with the light of love, the spirit of truth and the wellspring of 
hope; that following the way of Jesus and filled with the flame of the 
Holy Spirit, we may be a holy people whose lives and living inspire, 
incite and inflame your world with compassion and care. Through Jesus 
the Christ the light of the world. Amen.  
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The Peace 
 
Celebrant The peace of our Newborn King be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 
 
Announcements 
 
Offertory Hymn “Ave Maria”         Solo by Adrienne Dillon 
 

The Liturgy of the Table 
 

Eucharistic Prayer “Enriching our Worship” 
 
Celebrant God is with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
Celebrant  

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life  
abundant. From before time, you made ready the creation.  
Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into being: 
 sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing.  
You made us in your image, and taught us to walk in your ways.  
But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away;  
and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us.  
Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love.  
And so, this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that 
rings through eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing (say): 

Celebrant and People  

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
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Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Celebrant 

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God.  
To deliver us from the power of sin and death  
and to reveal the riches of your grace,  
you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant,  
that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God.  
Living among us, Jesus loved us.  
He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick,  
and proclaimed good news to the poor.  
He yearned to draw all the world to himself  
yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love.  
Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross  
the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you. 
 
On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends.  
He took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them,  
and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.”  
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine.  
Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, and said:  
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,  
which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins.  
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation,  
and remembering Christ, crucified and risen,  
who was and is and is to come,  
we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice.  
Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts  
that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ.  
Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth  
and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ  
given for the world you have made.  
In the fullness of time bring us, with [___________ and] all your saints,  
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from every tribe and language and people and nation,  
to feast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world.  
 
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever.  AMEN. 

Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
The Breaking of the Bread 

Celebrant Alleluia!  Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
Fraction Anthem 
 
Celebrant and People 
 
  Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. 
     Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us.  
     Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant us peace.  
 
The Invitation to Communion 
 
Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God.   
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The Communion of the People 
 
(All are invited to God’s Table.  You may come forward to receive the Body of Christ or to 
receive a blessing.  Some may wish to remain in your seats.  Please use this time to 
quietly sit and pray or join in the singing of the hymn(s). 
 
(Those at home may, if they wish, say this prayer:) 

A Prayer for those wishing Communion 

In union, O God, with the faithful of your Church where the Holy Eucharist is now 
being celebrated, we desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving.  We present to you 
our souls and bodies with the earnest wish that we may always be united to you.  
And since we cannot now receive you sacramentally, we beseech you to come 
spiritually into our hearts.  We unite ourselves with you and embrace you with all the 
love of our souls.  Let nothing ever separate you from us.  May we live in you, and 
may you live in us, both in this life and in the life to come.  Amen. 

Communion Hymn “Silent Night!  Holy Night” 
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The Post Communion Prayer 
 
Celebrant God is with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image 
and nourishing us with spiritual food 
 in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. 
Now send us forth a people, forgiven, healed, renewed;  
that we may proclaim your love to the world  
and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 
The Christmas Blessing 
 
Celebrant May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless 

you in this holy season, scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your 
heart with the light of his holiness. Amen.  

May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s 
birth, fill you with joy, and make you heralds of the Gospel. Amen.  

May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth 
to heaven, give you his peace and favor. Amen.  

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen.  

 
Processional Hymn “Joy to the World”   
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The Dismissal 
 
 Celebrant      Let us go forth in the Name of the newborn Christ.                       
  Alleluia.  Alleluia.   
People  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia.  Alleluia.   
 

 
TONIGHT’S LITURGICAL LEADERS 

 
Celebrant 

The Rev. Renee L. Fenner, Rector 
 

Worship Leader 
Valerie E. Patton 

 
Reader 

Adrienne Dillion 
 

Acolyte 
Margarett Williams   

 
Minister of Music 

Rick Earley 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OUR MISSION AND VISION STATEMENTS 
 
Mission Statement:  To be the Light of Christ that builds relationships in our congregation,  
                                      our community, and with our God. 

Vision Statement:    Finding Christ in Relationships 
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CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS DEDICATIONS 2021 
 
      In Memory of 
Virginia Price Booker   Charles R. Booker   
 

In Memory of 
Betty Brown      All my deceased loved ones 
 
      In Thanksgiving for  
      God’s love  
 
      In Memory of  
Joyce Crittenden    Felix & Blanche McWilliams 
      Charles & Mattie Crittenden 
      Vivian Christenson 
      Evelyn Foster  
      Janice Reef Fleming  
 
      In Memory of  
Allen, Deborah & Alexia Dukes  Mr. & Mrs. Booker T. Baker Jr.  
      Mr. Booker Baker III 
      Mr. Michael K. Baker  
      Pauline Hughes 
      Henry Dukes 
      Adell Hughes 
      Bobbie Lewis  
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In Memory of 
The Rev. Renee L. Fenner   My parents, Walter & Irene Fenner  
      My cousin, Ricky Bradley 
 
      In Thanksgiving for  
      Bishop Deon Johnson   
 
      In Memory of  
Walter Fox     Dr. XaCadene Hill Fox, Walter Fox Sr.,  
      Other Hall & Fox Family Members  
      Evans Ford Jr. & Other Ford   
                                                                   Family Members   
 
      In Thanksgiving for  
      Vivian Fox & Living Ford & Thomas  
                                           Family Members 
       
      In Memory of  
Sanford & Nancy Hamilton  Our son, Cory Alan Hamilton 
      Grandmother, Marie B. Wallace 
      Prudence & Cedric Finley  
      Rev. Malachi Owens, Jr.  
 
      In Thanksgiving for  
      Isaiah Hamilton & Cora Mecagni  
 
      In Memory of  
Sondra Harrell Family   Rev. Mother Doris Owens  
      Eric B. Owens Sr.   
      Rev. Mother Lovie Bufford  
      Clyde E. Hatcher 
      Mildred Harris  
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In Memory of  
Patricia Heeter    John A. Heeter  
      Solomon & Lucille James 
      Melvin Eugene Hamilton  
      Jean DeForest Young  
       
      In Thanksgiving for  
      My Children, Grand & Great Grands & 
                                                           Extended Family Members  
 
      In Memory of 
Catherine Henderson   Eric Steven Henderson 
      Leon & Mamie Pickett 
 
      In Thanksgiving of  
      The Henderson Family 
      Our Extended Family  
 
      In Memory of  
Stanley & Dawn Johnson   Robert Bell, Eric W. & Maybelle Alexander 
       
      In Thanksgiving for  
      Marvin, Stuart & Eric Alexander  
 
      In Memory of  
Laura & Rick Mabry    Mrs. Deborah Toney 
      Mr. Austin Toney  
      Mr. Edward Galvin 
      Mrs. Julia Mabry 
      Mr. Willie B. Mabry  
      George & Laura Brown, Jr.  
      George WC Brown III  
      GW Brown & Laura Grey Brown Families 
      Mabry, Williams & Gunn Families 
 
      In Thanksgiving for  
      Terrence, Dorian, JeLessa & DJ Mabry  
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      In Memory of  
Kem & Karen Mosley   Deceased Family Members & Friends 
 
      In Thanksgiving for  
      My Family and Friends 
 
      In Memory of 
Nathaniel & Sandra Murdock  Lamar Smith, Sandra’s Father 
      Atrell Smith, Sandra’s Mother 
      Barbara Pearson, Sandra’s Sister 
      Lendora Murdock, Nathaniel’s Mother  
      Nathaniel Murdock Sr., Nathaniel’s Father  
 
      In Memory of  
Diana Oliver     Wilbur Lowman  
 
      In Memory of  
Valerie E. & Betty Conyers Patton Milton J. Patton  

Deceased members of Patton & Conyers  
Families  
 
In Thanksgiving for  

Janetta Roberts    Shliba Ross  
 
      In Memory of  
Marion Robinson    Dr. Collins H. Robinson 
      Members of the Meaux Family 
      Members of the Robinson Family  
      Members of the Smith Family 
 
      In Memory of  
Machelle West    Barry Dorsey  
      Pamela Randall  
      Brenda Richmond  
      Catherine Thorpe  
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      In Memory of  
Margarett Williams    Ed Williams & Chambra Bernard  
 
      In Thanksgiving for  
      Daughter, Kimberley & Son, Jayson  
 
      In Memory of 
Andrea Young    Sabra Roberson, Grandmother  
      Sabra Lovejoy, Mother  
      William Jennings, Uncle  
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